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1998 Receiving-Long Service Award from Former President Mr Wee Kim Wee

Video dedication on
Fairfield Alumni
Facebook:

Aunty Ah Wah officially retired on 30th Jun 2020, after 55 long years of service - the longest- E .'I o E
serving staff in Fairfield's history of 132 years! Although we will not be able to give her the qll_'

recognition she deserves at this year's Founder’s Day Dinner (which is cancelled due to u "I.-'I- i
Covid-19), it will not stop us from showing our deepest appreciation for her love and

dedication all these years! We are equally grateful for all other long-serving staff that are I ;

retiring / have retired! We are so blessed to be from Fairfield - a family where all teaching and

non-teaching staff serve the school with dedication and commitment. God bless, Aunty Wah

(a.k.a Aunty Ah Hua)!

HAFFY BIRTHEAY KI535.LIM
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A message of
thanks (o
Aunty oth Wah

cLoked with help from hey daughter)
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Tp all past anol Pvesem -
principals, VPs, HOPS, teachers,
<ctenoe Lab, PET/ non-teaching
stoff, aluomnd andl students:
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pifes and effort v making the
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L miss you!
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TER YING YING

SENIOR STAFF NuRSE

CARDISTHORACIC INTENSIVE GARE UNIT
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

Your full name,
year of graduation and class.
Ter Ying Ying, 2009, 5C

What were your CCA in school?
| was in Netball and | played Goal Shooter
mainly and was also a PA Crew.

What were your best memories of
Fairfield? Who were some of your most
memorable teacher(s)?

My best memory of Fairfield was the service
learning trip to Thailand, Kanchanaburi. It
was the first overseas trip in my life and

it was a meaningful one. We were there
to help a school in a village build a library
mainly. We were split into a few groups
to do different tasks such as teaching the
students English, painting the library and
building a small pond.

Most memorable teachers were Mr Heng
Choon Poh, Mr Ezal Sani & Mr Alvin Ng.
Mr Heng was my E-Math teacher when |
was in Secondary 4. He was very patient
in teaching us and he was willing to go
the extra mile for me after he left Fairfield
by tutoring me outside of teaching hours
and helped me through my O-Levels
examination. It was with his help that |
managed to pass my Mathematics.

Mr Ezal was one of the coolest form
teachers in Secondary 5. He plays the guitar
so welll He was also a very patient teacher
despite it being our O-levels year. He did
not stress us, but kept encouraging us
throughout while we were studying for our
O-levels.

Mr Alvin Ng was my English teacher in
Secondary 5. He was a fun teacher to have!
He was strict with us but yet when it was
time to loosen up and have fun, he would
join us! There was once | remembered prior
to English lessons when our class tend to
play a game of volleyball during our free
period, he came and joined us before the
lesson started!
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What do you work as now? Please give
designation, company name, and describe
what you do. If possible, share with us
when you first joined this profession.

| am a Senior Staff Nurse with the
Cardiothoracic Intensive Care Unit (CTICU), at
the National University Hospital. | have been
working in the CTICU for 7 years since 2013. In
CTICU, we work with the intensivists (doctors
who manage critically ill patients with complex
medical needs) and a dedicated team to
provide optimal immediate care for our
critically ill, post cardiac surgical patients. We
manage patients who require Extracorporeal
Membrane Oxygenation (ECMO) support, a
type of high-level device used to support the
heart and lungs.

How are you involved in the frontline
work during this COVID-19 period? Please
describe what you do during this period as
a frontline worker.

| am part of a wider group of nurses deployed
to augment manpower resources at the
National Centre for Infectious Disease (NCID).
My role involves caring for COVID-19 patients,
including those who require this advanced
ECMO support. These patients usually have

a severe and life-threatening illness that
prevents their heart or lungs from working
properly on its own. As an ECMO specialist
nurse, | manage the needs of these critically
ill patients - this includes multi-organ support,
complex haematological, fluid and sedation
management, ensuring quality care for my
patients through an open multi-disciplinary
team approach.

Prior to my deployment to NCID, | underwent
a two-week induction and three days of on-
the-job training on actual clinical ground. We
were taught how to use their systems as well
as NCID's protocols and workflow. We were
also given case scenarios to simulate infection
control practices on clinical ground. A few
examples would be transporting of COVID-19
positive patients to scan rooms, how to draw
blood and dispatch them.

Please share how you feel about being in the
frontline working during this period of time.
Initially | was worried as | have a big family with
two elderly parents. There was fear of potentially
spreading the infection to my family. However,
there are tight infection control workflows at my
workplace to ensure the safety of both patients
and staff. These infection control policies
definitely helped to address those fears, and
helped my family feel at ease. | feel honoured

to be able to play my part in the fight against
COVID-19, by providing timely and optimal care
for my patients.

Lastly, any words of advice for our younger
Fairsians?

“If you do what you love, you'll never work a day
in your life.” - Marc Anthony

You are never too young to find your passion
in life. Identify your goals and work towards
achieving your dream!




MICHAEL GOH
HEAD oF AiR
CARRIER SERVICES

AIRPORT TERMINAL SECURITY
UNIT, CERTIS AVIATION
SECURITY

Your full name,
year of graduation and class.
Goh Jiarong Michael, 1998, 4F

What were your CCA in school?
National Cadet Corps (Land)

What were your best memories of
Fairfield? Who were some of your most
memorable teacher(s)?

I've had many fond memories at FMSS.
The following is one of the most vivid
memories, which happened in 1997. | was
playing basketball with my buddies one
early morning in school when we received
news of the SilkAir MI185 crash. In it, were
three of our beloved Fairfield teachers - Ms
Yee Pui Leng, Ms Koh Poh Kwee and Mrs
Tan Chay Hoon. This came as a shock to all
of us and it left us speechless and lost. In
one week, we had lost four of our teachers,
including Mrs Soon Ching Lin who had
passed on earlier in the week due to heart
failure. The three teachers on that fateful
flight had been on a trip to attend to Mrs
Soon’s funeral.

The news was a huge blow to each and
every Fairsian, especially those who had
been taught by the teachers. Mrs Tan was
my Art Teacher then.

Though this unfortunate series of events
was really painful for Fairsians, we did

not let it get us down. | remember how

the school rallied together to support one
another through the difficult period. The
losses spurred us to work even harder and
excelled in our O Levels, so as not to let the
teachers down.

Both teachers had an impact to me during
my school days at different stages and never
gave up on me, giving me the support both
mentally and academically.

What do you work as now? Please give
designation, company name, and describe
what you do. If possible, share with us
when you first joined this ‘profession’.

As Head of Air Carrier Services, Airport
Terminal Security Unit, Certis, | oversee the
security operations we provide to airlines
at Singapore Changi Airport. With over 200
officers under my care, our operations
include providing security for access control
for aircrafts and restricted areas. We also
perform security checks in aircrafts before
departure to make sure that travellers can
have a safe flight and peace of mind.

How are you involved in the frontline work
during the COVID-19 crisis? Please describe
what you do during this period

as a frontline worker.

COVID-19 hit Singapore suddenly and quickly.
Certis plays an important role in this fight
against COVID-19 alongside Singaporeans.
From hospitals and shopping centres, to
airports and public transportation, Certis
helps to ensure that we continue to support
the nation to combat and keep the pandemic
under control. For COVID-19 operations, |

am leading the security operations as the
Overall Ground Commander for one of the
Community Care Facilities (CCF).

Together with my team of Auxiliary Police
Officers and Security Officers, we make sure
that the CCF is safe and secure round the
clock so that the medical staff can focus on
looking after persons who are sent to the CCF.

Please share how you feel about being in
the frontline working during this time.

| am honoured to have this opportunity to
contribute to the fight against COVID-19 as

a frontliner. No doubt this is going to be

a long drawn fight, but | have faith in my
team and in Singapore. With our resilience
and fighting spirit, | know that we will pull
through eventually. We will continue to push
on alongside the medical teams at the CCF
as one. | am also thankful to have the love
and understanding | have gotten from my
family and my wife-to-be. With their support,
it keeps me going, knowing that what | am
doing is meaningful and for a bigger cause.

Lastly, any words of advice for our
younger Fairsians?

Never ever rush to grow up. Everything in our
life journey happens for a reason. Take your
time to learn from every obstacle you come
across, and there will be many throughout
your life journey. A shut door you face doesn’t
mean it is the end of the world, but it just
means you have to look for another that will
open for you. Never be afraid to ask. There is
nothing wrong with not knowing but what's
more important is the thirst for knowledge
and having the willingness to learn.
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An afternoon with

by Jori Org

Chairman,
Board of Management
Fairfield Methodist Schools

Recipient of
The Public Service
Star (BBM) |

r of five and an
oman, Joni is also
active in giving back to the community.
She chairs parenthood advocacy “I Love
Children”, Methaodist Schools® Foundation
and the Board of Management of Fairfield
Methodist Schools, and serves on serves
as Vice-Chairman of MCI’s Films Appeal l'

Bommittee. i 8
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An afternoon with

by Jevi Ong

Before we interviewed Mrs Joni Ong, both Sarah and I were very nervous. We were practising our
lines over and over again to make sure we got everything right. By the time we started the interview,
we immediately relaxed after Mrs Ong's bubbly and cheerful personality eased the tension in the air.

Board of Management
Fairfield Methodist Schools

Mrs Ong's larger-than-life and charismatic personality certainly helped to break the ice and lighten
the mood. Not only is she a skilled and effective communicator, but Mrs Ong is also definitely one who
can inspire others too. She shared vivid memories of life in Fairfield with us and concluded by advising
us to treasure our time in Fairfield, where she built many friendships and still keeps in touch with many
friends she had made there.

Not only that, Mrs Ong is definitely the living embodiment of “working fit for each season of life “.
She manages to adapt to whatever season of life she is living by making time for everything. According
to her, she feels that a boss needs to empathise and understand the role of a working mother, and value
her as a person with a life beyond her work.

She still vividly remembers her memories in Fairfield like they just happened yesterday. Even now,
she still manages to find time to meet with her friends from Primary 1. They make a conscious effort to
get together for bible study or high tea sessions! Mrs Ong, along with her classmates, would come
together every year and visit their teachers to spend time with them amidst their busy schedule.

When she was telling us about her experiences working with parents, it really showed us how much
she cared about her work and making sure that the soon to be parents are ready for their future
generation of children.

When she was asked what advice she would give to Fairsians, her answer warmed our hearts. She
recounted her fond memories of playing a game of ‘catching’ with her friends and playing various
games that children nowadays rarely play. She advised all of us to treasure our childhood and to build
on the friendships we have made in school. She also mentioned that keeping in contact is the most
important thing. When asked where and which period she would choose if she had a choice to travel
back in time, she shared that she enjoys her life now and would not want to travel back in time as she
believes that every season of life is a great season and one should live life as it is. She also advised us to
go to Fairfield Secondary as the Fairfield education would be the best decade of our lives.

All in all, she reminded us to treasure our time in Fairfield as this time can never be replaced.

We are really honoured to have been able to interview such a hardworking, resilient and inspiring
person like Mrs Joni Ong.

Oree a Fainsiar, always a Fairsiar.

written by Sarah wong and Sarah Yeo (Primary 5D 2019)
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We know that you have always been
passionate about giving back to the community.
What is a current issue that you feel very
passionate about and would like to

make a difference to?

Argwey 2

I love children!

I am even looking forward to
being a grandmother!

Questior 3

You are an ex-Fairsian!
What were your fondest memories of
being a Fairsian at Neil Road?
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Arswey 1

I am most passionate about being
able to serve at Fairfield.

My years in Fairfield (1967 - 1976)
were the best years of my life!

I am also a strong advocate for
parenthood and I want to encourage
young Singaporean parents to think
about and plan for children early.

Questior 2

You are a proud mother of 5I

You must love children! Do you see yourself working
with children fulfilling?

Can you share one example or experience why it has
brought you so much joy and fulfilment?

Questier Y

What important advice
~ would you like to share with
Fairsians of today?

———
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by Eden Joyce Koh (Secondary 2A)
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But we'll be together through thick and the thin
As one country we'll fight this virus and win

We'll fight with our hearts and our minds and our souls

Protecting this island where we call our home

You might have heard of this song titled
‘Singapore, Unite as One'. This was written
by Jacob Neo, our junior from Fairfield
Methodist School (Primary), to encourage
everyone to stay strong and united during
this difficult and uncertain trial! As a school
community, Fairfield Secondary has certainly
come together as one to keep all staff and
students safe.

Well, what has Fairfield Secondary done to
‘fight the COVID-19 virus and win"? Since
Term 1, our school has set up new protocols
and implemented new measures to protect
everyone in the Fairfield family. Amongst
these new practices are the ‘Wipe-Down’
routine and the Home Based Learning
programme.

The ‘Wipe-Down'’ routine is a practice

in which students exercise personal
responsibility to themselves as well as to
others. Handmade soap solutions and
paper towels are provided in the classroom
and the canteen area. This is to encourage
students to wipe their study desks, usually
at least once in the morning, and the tables
in the canteen that they use after meals.
This helps to kill the virus and bacteria on
the tables which will not only protect the
user of the table at that time but prevent
future users of the table from falling ill.

“Personally, | find that the ‘Wipe-Down’
routine helped to strengthen my sense of

personal hygiene,” commented Michelle

Sy from Secondary 3B. Jessica Bethapudi,

a Secondary 2 student shared a similar
sentiment, saying that the routine has
“helped me to stay safe and healthy during
this period of time, and to be more mindful
of my surroundings.”

Indeed, just as we have been blessed by
others who wiped the canteen tables that
we now use, we relay this blessing by
cleaning up after ourselves. This is how

we as Fairsians live out this year's school
theme, ‘Blessed to Be a Blessing’, in our daily
school life! Furthermore, we must thank the
non-teaching staff members who supply
and resupply us with paper towels and
handmade soap solution every day.

Another measure we have taken to ‘fight
this virus and win' is the Full Home Based
Learning programme that is currently
conducted on a daily basis. Though some
students initially found it difficult to adapt
to Home Based Learning, many eventually
adapted to the novel learning mode. Some
students even found it enjoyable.

Bella Su, a Secondary 2 student shared,
“We can not only learn at our own pace,
but spend time bonding with our family
members at home. Home Based Learning
essentially allows us to kill two birds with
one stone.” Ms Joanna Lim, an inspiring
Literature and Geography teacher added,

“Home Based Learning creates a conducive
environment whereby students not only
learn to be independent, but to better plan
and manage their time. In addition, the
quieter students may feel more comfortable
speaking up or asking questions since they
are not being looked at by their peers.”
Evidently, Fairsians are learning well under
such unique conditions, and are aware of
the importance of staying at home to stop
the spread of the virus.

While we're at home, we can still play

our part as a member of the Fairfield
community. Joanna Tan, a Secondary 2
student, shared, “If | have doubts regarding
my studies, | can ask my friends, and they
are sure to help me willingly. Our caring
teachers have also been conducting online
consultations. In spite of this extraordinary
circumstance, all the teachers still make
sure that we continue to learn and be
meaningfully occupied.”

Fairsians, this is a great opportunity to be a
blessing to our community. As our country
battles against COVID-19, let us play our
part to encourage and support one another.
The fight against COVID-19 is never alonel
Together, we will overcome it!
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“Give your best in
everything you do,”
Katelyn Lim advised.
“But never become
proud when success
comes your way.”

Katelyn entered Fairfield Methodist School
(Secondary) as a Secondary 1 Normal
(Academic) student. Since then, she has
made significant academic progress. Yet,
Katelyn remains humble, claiming that

her success was due to her teachers and
peers from Secondary 1G of 2014 who have
journeyed with her through the years.

“They fostered a spirit of resilience and
perseverance in me, spurred me to go
beyond my limits and maximised my
potential. If it weren't for their constant
support, | wouldn't be who | am today.”
With the support of her family, teachers
and friends, she aced her GCE O-Level
examinations, attaining an L1R5 score of six
points.

Katelyn then went on to Anglo-Chinese
School (Independent) (ACS(1)) to embark
on the International Baccalaureate (IB)
programme. When she was in ACS(l), she
reached out to the community through the
school's Interact Club where she helped to
plan meaningful activities for the elderly
and disabled, and execute engaging reading
programmes for children. She hopes to
become a General Practitioner on mission
trips to bless the broader community.

Katelyn is now an IB graduate. She had done
exceptionally well in the IB examinations,
scoring 44 points out of a possible 45! As
part of the Education and Career Guidance
Programme for the graduating classes,
Katelyn came back to Fairfield Secondary to
give a talk to students who are interested
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in the IB course. She explained that the

IB programme places great emphasis on
the development of research skills and it
incorporates community service into the
formal curriculum. Through her time at
ACS(l), she had to initiate projects related to
the concepts of Creativity, Activity, Service
(CAS), which are akin to the Values-In-Action
(VIA) programme in Fairfield Secondary.

She assured the Secondary Four and Five
students who may be worrying if they are
able to meet the expectations of the IB
curriculum: “I was once in your shoes where
I had minimal experience in conducting
research for various topics, but | managed
to pick up the necessary research skills
during my two years in ACS(l) with the help
of my friends and teachers.”

Furthermore, she commented that Fairfield
Methodist School (Secondary) provided the
environment for her to grow into a person
who can be a blessing to others. “Often, we
view our failures and hardships as obstacles
to success. However, during my time in
Fairfield, | learnt to be persistent in the
face of setbacks and to see my failures as
opportunities for growth. | was also happy
that | was given the platform to empower
others who may face similar circumstances
that | had experienced before.”

“Moreover, the Fairfield Learning EXperience
Week opened my eyes to various societal
issues. This provided the perfect platform
for me to move beyond an awareness

and understanding of such issues in

society, to bringing about engagement,
action and meaningful change to the best
of my abilities. Overall, | am grateful for
the journey that | have gone through in
Fairfield Secondary as it has ignited in me
a passion for learning and giving back to
the community.” Katelyn indeed embodies
Fairfield's theme of ‘Blessed to be a
Blessing'.

“Always remember that being selfless will
bring you places. Continue to trust God
even if you do not see the fruits of your
labour. Do not despise small beginnings
and embrace the process you're in,” Katelyn
advised

You never know, heeding these words might
just be the key to your success as it was for
Katelyn!
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by Kylee Tan (Secondary 2D)

“Don’t forget to take
your textbooks home!
You'll never know
when Full Home Based

Learning will take place!”
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How often did you hear this from your
teachers during the COVID-19 period? With
the rapidly evolving COVID-19 situation,
our students were reminded time and
time again to be prepared. Across the
island, new protective measures have been
implemented. As a result, businesses are
embracing telecommuting and restaurants
are being told to suspend their businesses.
Evidently, COVID-19 has quite significantly
impacted life in Singapore.

However, that's not a problem for Fairfield
Methodist School (Secondary)!

In the past few months, our school has
adopted several precautionary measures,
with the most significant being social
distancing practices. Now, what does this
entail, exactly?

“We've been paying particular attention to
social distancing because it is essential in

ensuring our safety,” shared Nicole Tan, a
student from Secondary 2D.

If you visit Fairfield, you'd find teachers at
the school gates conducting visual screening
of all staff and students who enter the
school. You'd find students avoiding the
foyer, leaving the once crowded place
completely desolate. You'd find tables set a
metre apart in classrooms, ensuring physical
distance between every student. Even our
morning assembly sessions are conducted
in classrooms, as stricter social distancing
measures mean students get to watch

daily morning devotions and weekly chapel
sessions through YouTube live-streaming or
other tele-conferencing modes.

It was heartening to see all Fairsians
complying with the implemented
precautionary measures and helping those
around them. Sarah Chan, a Secondary 1A
student said, “I had to add more activities to
my daily routine, like taking my temperature,
as well as doing the wipe down drill first
thing in the morning and after eating at the
canteen. These were not practised before
the pandemic. However, | think it helped me
to take responsibility for my actions. Also,

| learnt the importance of maintaining our
personal hygiene at all times.”

The long-awaited bell rings. The staggered
lunch break means students of different
levels make their way to the canteen at
different timings so as to reduce inter-
level mingling. They can no longer sit
freely as they used to, as each class now
has designated tables in an effort to
reduce inter-class interaction. Trisha Ng of
Secondary 2G1 commented, “The school
made sure we socially distanced ourselves,
reminded us to wash our hands every
day, and taught us to be more hygienic to
prevent the spread of the virus.”

As part of social distancing efforts, CCAs
were also suspended, and students were
prompted to leave the school compound as
soon as the school day ended. Yet, in light of
this circumstance, our students continue to
remain optimistic.

"I've been able to step outside of my

CCA and look at the situation in a more
introspective way. This suspension helped
me to realise that we previously really put
in much time and energy into our CCAs,”

Deborah Jane Carter, a Secondary 3F
student, revealed. “I think that once the
situation improves and CCAs are allowed
to resume, I'll be better able to stay safe
while enjoying the benefits of participating
in my CCA. In fact, | feel protected in school
because | think that our school is a safe
space from the virus.”

This pandemic, albeit devastating, can

still bring out the best in people. Through
mutual encouragement, Fairsians have
been supporting one another through the
crisis, and some have also made it a point
to bless the community. Spearheaded by
our Community Student Leaders, specially
designed and handwritten cards from our
students and teachers were personally given
to our nurses and doctors at NUH. This was
Fairfield's way of blessing and thanking the
very group of frontline medical staff who
have been combatting the COVID-19 virus
from Day 1!

At the end of the day, Fairfield has indeed
grown stronger together, with everyone
exercising self-discipline in the form of
social distancing, providing encouragement
and help for one another, and blessing the
community around us. But it doesn't have
to stop here. As our Principal Ms Chen
emphasised, “It is even more critical for us
to support one another in our learning and
well-being during this Circuit Breaker period.
Let us continue to look out for and bless one
other in the Fairfield family during this crisis
and beyond!”
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